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INDIVIDUAL INSTRUCTION WITH ARMS. 



!• The recruit should, as soon as possible, be taught the 
use of his rifle, its care and preservation. 

When fair progress has been made in the Individual 
Instruction without Arms, the recruit will be taught the 
manual of arms ; instruction without arms and that with 
arms alternating. 

Part of each drill with arms should be devoted to 
marching. 

2. The manual of arms is explained for double rank, 
but for the instruction of recruits it is first executed in 
single rank, omitting reference to the rear rank. 

At the command fall in the recruits, usually not exceed- 
ing four, assemble (Par. 20, D. R.) pieces at order arms. 

The piece shall not be carried loaded, nor with cartridges 
in the magazine except when specially ordered. 

3. To prevent accidents, the chamber will be opened 
and the magazine will be examined (Par. 12) whenever 
the squad is first formed, and again just before being 
dismissed. This rule is general. 

4r« The cadence of the motions is that of quick time ; 
the recruits will at first be required to give their whole 
attention to the details of the motions, the cadence being 
gradually acquired as they become accustomed to han- 
dling their arms. 

Before requiring recruits to take a position or execute 
a motion for the first time, the instructor will execute the 
same for illustration ; after which he will cause them to 
execute it by themselves, then to execute it together at 
command. 

(8) 
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The movements relative to the cartridge, fixing and 
unfixing bayonet, adjusting sight, breaking and forming 
stack, are executed with promptness and regularity, but 
not in cadence. 

5« Being at a halt, the movements are, for the purpose 
of instruction, divided into motions and executed in detail; 
in this case the command of execution determines the 
prompt execution of the first motion, and the commands. 
Two, Three, etc., th^t of the other motions. 

To execute the movements .in detail, the instructor first 
cautions : By the numbers; all movements divided into 
motions are then executed as above explained until he 
cautions: Without the numbers; or commands movements 
other than those in the manual of arms. 



MANUAL OF ARMS. 



GENERAL RULES. 

1. First — In all positions of the left hand at the balance 
(center of gravity, bayonet unfixed) the thumb clasps the 
piece except in present arms and teadf in which two posi- 
tions the thumb is extended along the stock ; the sling is 
included in the grasp of the hand. 

Second. — In all positions of the piece "diagonally across 
the body," the positions of the piece, left arm, and hand, 
are the same as in port arms. 

Third, — In resuming the order from any position in the 
manual, the motion next to the last concludes with the 
butt of the piece about three inches from the ground, the 
left hand above and near the right, steadying the piece, 
fingers extended and joined, forearm and wrist straight 
and inclined downward. 

Fourth. — ^When the bolt is closed upon an empty cham- 
ber the trigger should be pulled to relieve the main- 
spring from compression. 

Fifth. — The " cut off " will be kept turned up except 
when loading from the magazine. 

Sixth. — When the piece is carried with a cartridge in the 
chamber it should be locked, that is, with the safety /ock 
turned fully to the right. 

2« The recruit being in the position of the soldier, the 
instructor will first cause him to place his piece in the 
following position : 

Position of Order Arms. 

The butt rests evenly on the ground, barrel to the rear, 
the toe of the butt on a line with and touching the toe of 

(5) 
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the right shoe, arms hanging naturally, elbows near the 
body, right hand holding the piece between the thumb 
and fingers, the first two fingers in front, the others in rear. 

3. Being at order arms : 1. Preaeni, 2. Arms. 

Carry the piece in front of the center of the body with 
the right hand, barrel to the rear and vertical, grasp it 
with the left hand at the balance, forearm horizontal and 
resting against the body. (Two) Grasp the small of the 
stock with the right hand. 

1. Order, 2. ARMS. 

Let go with the right hand and regrasp the piece just 
above the lower band, back of the hand to the right; let 
go with the left hand, carry the piece with the right to 
the right side, barrel to the rear, hand near the thigh, butt 
about three inches from the ground, left hand steadying 
the piece above the right, fingers extended and joined, 
forearm and wrist straight and inclined downward. (Two) 
Lower the piece gently to the ground with the right hand, 
drop the left quickly by the side, and take the position of 
order arms. 

4. Being at order arms : 1. Port, 2. ARMS. 

Kaise and throw the piece diagonally across the body, 
magazine to the front, grasp it smartly with both han(&, 
the right, palm down, at the small of the stock; the left, 
palm up, at the balance, thumb clasping the piece, barrel 
sloping to the left and crossing opposite the junction of the 
neck with the left shoulder; right forearm horizontal; 
left forearm resting against the body; piece near the body. 

In the instruction of the recruit, to prevent interference 
with or apprehension by the man on his left especially 
when bayonets are fixed, care should be taken in coming 
to the position of port arms, and like positions of the piece, 
that the muzzle be not swung to the rear nor dropped 
farther to the left than necessary for taking the position. 

Being at port arms : 1. Order, 2. ARMS. 

Let go with the right hand, lower and carry the piece to 
the right with the left hand, regrasp it with the right just 
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above tlie lower band, back of hand to the front, let go 
with the left hand, lower and turn the piece with the 
right, bringing the barrel to the rear, butt about three 
inches from the ground, and hand near the thigh ; steady 
the piece in this position with the left hand above the 
right, fingers extended and joined, forearm and wrist 
straight and inclined downward. (Two) Lower the piece 
gently to the ground with the right hand, drop the left by 
the side, and take the position of order arms. 

5. Being at present arms : 1. Port, 2. ARMS. 

Carry the piece diagonally across the body and take the 
position of port arms. 

Being at port arms : 1. Present, 2. ARMS. 

Carry the piece to a vertical position in front of the 
center of the body, barrel to the rear, and take the position 
of present arms. 

O. Being at order arms : 1. Right shoulder, 2. ARMS. 

Raise and carry the piece diagonally across the body 
with the right hand, magazine to the front, grasp it at the 
balance with the left hand, palm up, thumb clasping the 
piece ; carry the right hand quickly to the butt, embra- 
cing it, heel between the first two fingers, the thumb and 
fingers closed on the stock, the barrel sloping to the left 
and crossing opposite the junction of the neck with the 
left shoulder ; left forearm resting against the body, the 
piece, left arm, and hand, being in the same position as at 
port arms. (Two) Raise and place the piece on the right 
shoulder, barrel up, trigger guard in the hollow of the 
shoulder, the right elbow against (or near) the side, the 
right hand retaining its grasp of the butt, the hand 
directly in front of the elbow; at the same time slip the 
left hand, fingers extended and joined, down opposite the 
bolt handle. (Three) Drop the left hand by the side. 

Care should be taken in the instruction of recruits that 
in the position of Right Shoulder Arms the right hand is 
kept directly in front of the elbow, which insures steadi- 
ness of the piece on the shoulder, sufQcient elevation of 
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the mnzzle to prevent interference with the men in the 
rear rank, and uniformity of appearance in the position of 
the piece. 

Being at right shoulder arms : 1. Order, 2. Arms. 

Press the butt down quickly with the right hand and 
throw the piece diagonally across the body, grasp it with 
the left hand at the balance, the position of the left arm, 
hand, and piece, being the same as in port arms, the right 
hand retaining its grasp of the butt. (Two) Let go with 
the right hand, lower and carry the piece to the right with 
the left hand, at the same time regrasp the piece with the 
right just above the lower band, back of hand to the front, 
let go with the left hand, lower and turn the piece with 
the right, bringing the barrel to the rear, butt about three 
inches from the ground, and hand near the thigh ; steady 
the piece in this position with the left hand above the 
right, fingers extended and joined, forearm and wrist 
straight and inclined downward. (THREE) Lower the 
piece gently to the ground with the right hand, drop the 
left by the side, and take the position of order arms. 

7. Being at port arms : 1. Right shoulder, 2. Arms. 

Change the right hand to the butt, heel between the 
first and second fingers, thumb and fingers closed on the 
stock, and place the piece on the right shoulder, barrel 
up, trigger guard in the hollow of the shoulder, the right 
elbow against (or near) the side, the ri^ht hand directly 
in front of elbow; at the same time slip the left hand, 
fingers extended and joined, down opposite the bolt han- 
dle. (Two) Drop the left hand by the side. 

Being at right shoulder arms : 1. Port, 2. ARMS. 

Press the butt down quickly with the right hand and 
throw the piece diagonally across the body, magazine to 
the front, grasp it with the left hand a't the balance, as in 
port arms, the right hand retaining its grasp at the butt. 
(Two) Change the right hand to the small of the stock, 
and take the position of port arms. 
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8* Being at right shoulder arms: 1. Present, 2. Arms. 

Press the butt down quickly with the right hand and 
throw the piece diagonally across the body, magazine to 
the front, grasp it with the left hand at the balance, as in 
port arms, the right hand retaining its grasp of the butt. 
(Two) Change the right hand to the small of the stock 
and take the position of port arms. (Three) Carry the 
piece to a vertical position in front of the center of the 
body, barrel to the rear, and take the position of present 
arms. 

Being at present arms : 1. Right shoulder, 2. ARMS. 

Take the position of port arms. (Two) Change the 
right hand to the butt, heel between the first and second 
fingers, thumb and fingers closed on the stock, and place 
the piece on the right shoulder, barrel up, trigger guard 
in hollow of the shoulder, the right elbow against (or near) 
the side, the hand directly in front of elbow, at the same 
time slip the left hand, fingers extended and joined, down 
opposite to bolt handle. (Three) Drop the left hand by 
the side. 

Rifle Salute. 

9. Being at right shoulder arms : Carry the left hand 
smartly to the small of the stock, forearm horizontal, palm 
of the hand down, thumb and fingers extended and joined, 
forefinger against the piece. (Two) Drop the left hand 
by the side. 

The first motion of the salute is made six yards before 
passing the ofScer, holding the hand at the small of the 
stock until the salute is acknowledged or the ofScer 
passed. 

Indoors the salute is made from the position of order 
arms ; carry the left hand smartly to the right side, fore- 
arm horizontal, or nearly so, palm of the hand down, 
thumb and fingers extended and joined, forefinger against 
piece. (Two) Drop the left hand to the side. 

The rifle salute is prescribed for individual soldiers with 
arms, except sentinels who salute by presenting arms. 
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The Rests. 

lO. Fa// out Rest, and At ease are executed as withoat 
arms. 

On resuming the attention take the position of order 
arms. 

11* Being at order arms : 1. Parade^ 2. Rest. 

Carry the right foot six inches straight to the rear, left 
knee slightly bent, carry the muzzle in front of the center 
of the body, barrel to the left, grasp the piece with the 
left hand just below the stacking swivel, and with the 
right hand below and against the left. 

1. Squad, 2. ATTENTION. 

Resume the order, the left hand quitting the piece 
opposite the right breast. 

12. To dismiss the squad. 

The instructor commands : 1. Port, 2. ARMS, 8. DIS- 
MISSED. 

When the instruction has progressed to include loading, 
to insure that no cartridge is left in the chamber or maga- 
zine, the instructor commands : 1. Port, 2. ARMS (sees 
that the cut-oif is turned up), 8. Open Chamber and 
Magazine, 4. Close Chamber and Magazine, 
5. Dismissed. 

After closing the chamber and magazine the trigger is 
pulled. 

13. Being at order arms : 1. Fix, 2. Bayonet. 
Execute parade rest ; grasp the handle of the bayonet 

with the right hand, back of the hand toward the body. 
Draw the bayonet from the scabbard and fix it on the 
barrel, glancing at the muzzle ; resume the order, drop 
the left hand at the side. 

14. Being at order arms : 1. Unfix, 2. Bayonet. 

Take the position of parade rest, grasp the handle of 
the bayonet firmly with the right hand, press the spring 
with the forefinger of the left hand, raise the bayonet 
until the handle is about six inches above the muzzle of 
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the piece, drop the point to the left, back of hand toward 
the body, and glancing at the scabbard return the bayo- 
net, the blade passing between the left arm and body; 
regrasp the piece with the right hand and resume the 
order. 

15. If marching, the bayonet is fixed or unfixed in the 
most expeditious and convenient manner, and the piece 
returned to the position in which it was when the order to 
fix or unfix bayonet was given. 

16* Being at order arms, bayonet fixed : 1. Charge, 2. 
Bayonet. 

Half face to the right, carrying the right heel six inches 
to the rear and three inches to the right of the left heel, 
at the same time raise the piece with the right hand inclin- 
ing the barrel to the front, grasp it with the left at the 
balance, back of hand down, thumb clasping piece, elbow 
against the body, grasp the small of the stock with the 
right hand and bring the point of the bayonet to the height 
of the chin, right hand supporting the stock firmly against 
the front of right hip, the body inclining slightly forward. 

1. Order, 2. ARMS. 

Face to the front, at the same time let go the piece with 
the right hand and lower it to the right side with left 
hand, regrasp it with the right just above the lower 
band, back of hand to the right, and lower the piece, 
bringing the butt about three inches from the ground and 
hand near the thigh ; steady the piece in this position 
with the left hand above the right, fingers extended and 
joined, forearm and wrist straight and inclined downward. 
(Two) Lower the piece gently to the ground with the 
right hand, drop the left by the side, and take the position 
of order arms. 

17, Being at port arms, bayonet fixed : 1. Charge, 2. 
Batonbt. 

Half face to the right, carrying the right heel six inches 
to the rear and three inches to the right of the left heel, 
and at the same time bring the piece to the position of 
charge bayonet. 
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To resume port arms : 1. Port 2. Arms. 

Face to the front, and at the same time take the position 
of port arms. 

18« Being at right shoulder arms : 1. Charge, 2. Bayo- 
net. 

Press the butt down quickly with the right hand and 
throw the piece diagonally across the body, magazine to 
the front, grasp it with the left hand as in port arms, the 
right hand retaining its grasp of the butt. (Two ) Change 
the right hand to the small of the stock. (Three) Half 
face to the right, carrying the righi heel six inches t the 
rear and three inches to the right of the left heel, and at 
the same time bring the piece down to the right side and 
take the position of charge bayonet. 

Being at charge bayonet : 1. Right shoulder, 2. Arms. 

Face to the front and at the same time take the position 
of port arms. (Two) Change the right hand to the butt, 
heel between the first and second fingers, thumb and 
fingers closed on the stock, and place the piece on the 
right shoulder, barrel up, trigger guard in the* hollow of 
the shoulder, the right elbow against (or near) the side, 
the hand directly in front of the elbow, at the same time 
slip the left hand, fingers extended and joined, down 
opposite the bolt handle. (Three) Drop the left hand to 
the side. 

Positions Kneeling and Lying Down, 

19. The movements of kneeling, lying down, and rising 
are first taught without arms ; they are executed as with 
arms, except that in the position kneeling the right hand 
rests on the right thigh, and in moving to and from the 
lying position the right hand is placed on the ground ; in 
the position lying down the forearms are against each 
other on the ground, left arm in front. 

20* Being at order arms : EIneel. 

Each front-rank man half faces to the right, carrying 
the right foot so that the toe shall be about ten inches to 
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the rear and ten inches to the left of the left heel ; kneel 
on right knee, bending the left, left toe slightly inclined 
to the rights right leg pointing directly to the right; 
weight of body resting on right heel ; place left forearm 
across left thigh, hand hanging naturally; the piece 
remains in the position of order arms, right hand grasping 
it above the balance. This is tfte position of order kneeling. 

Each rear-rank man steps off obliquely to the right with 
the left foot, planting the toe opposite the middle of the 
interval to his right and in line with the left ]^eel of his 
front-rank man ; at the same time placing the butt of his 
piece against his left foot, the toe of butt in line with toe 
of foot : he then kneels as prescribed for the front rank. 

21* Being at the order kneeling : Rise. 

Rise and take the position of order arms ; the rear-rank 
men covering their file leaders. 

22* Being at the order kneeling : Lie Dowk. 

Each front-rank man places the right knee against the 
left heel. (Two) Draw back the left foot and place the 
knee on the ground ; place the left hand well forward on 
the ground and lie flat on the belly, thus inclining the body 
about thirty-five degrees to the right ; the piece is lowered 
at the same time with the right hand, toe resting on the 
ground, barrel up, muzzle off the ground, left hand at the 
balance, left elbow on the ground, ri^ht hand at the small 
of the stock, opposite the neck. Tiiis is t/te position lying 
down. 

The rear-rank men move back thirty-six inches in the 
most convenient manner without rising, and lie down as 
prescribed for the front rank. 

23. Being in the position lying down : Rise. 

Place the left hand on the ground and raise the body on 
the knees ; draw up and place the left foot by the side of 
the right knee, raise and place the piece in the position 
of the order kneeling. (Two) Rise and take the position of 
order arms ; the rear-rank men close to facing distance on 
their file leaders. 
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24. Being at the order standing : Lie Dowk. 

Each front-rank man takes the position of order kneel- 
ing, except that the right knee is placed against the left 
heel. (Two) Draw back the left foot and place the knee 
on the ground ; place the left hand well forward on the 
ground and lie flat on the belly, thus inclining the body 
about thirty-five degrees to the right ; the piece is lowered 
at the same time with the right hand, toe resting on the 
ground, barrel up, muzzle off the ground, left hand at the 
balance, left elbow on the ground, right hand at the small 
of the stock opposite the neck. 

The rear-rank men step back thirty-six inches and lie 
down as prescribed for the front rank. 

25* Being in the position lying down : ElNEEL. 

Place the left hand on the ground and raise the body on 
the knees ; draw up and place the left foot by the side of 
the right knee, raise and place the piece in the position of 
the order kneeling ; the rear-rank men take the position 
of the order kneeling and then move forward thirty-six 
inches in the most convenient manner without rising. 

To Load. 

26* The recruits are at first taught to load and fire 
without using cartridges ; after a few lessons they should 
use dummy cartridges, and when well instructed, the drill 
may close with a few rounds of blank cartridges. 

27. No cartridges will be used, except when indicated 
by the words with dummy {blank or ball ) cartridge, preceding 
the command Load. This rule is general. 

28. Being in line, standing at the order : 1. Squad, 
2. Load. 

At the command LOAD, each rear-rank man steps off 
obliquely to the right with the left foot, planting the too 
opposite the middle of the interval to his right and in line 
with the left heel of his front-rank man ; the front-rank 
men half face to the right ; both ranks then carry the 
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right heel six inches to the rear and three inches to the 
right of the left heel, feet nearly at right angles, and at 
the same time raise the piece with the right hand and 
drop it into the left at the balance, muzzle at the height 
of the chin, left elbow against the body, small of the 
stock at the waist, right hand grasping the small of the 
stock. (Two) Look toward the chamber, grasp the han- 
dle of the bolt with the thumb and fingers of the right 
hand, turn it upward and draw the bolt back, thus open- 
ing the chamber (slip the cartridge box, if worn, to the 
right hip and open), take a cartridge between the thumb 
and first two fingers and place it in the receiver, regrasp 
the handle of bolt with right hand, push the bolt forward 
and turn the handle down, thus closing the chamber ; cast 
the eyes to the front, .carry the right hand to the small of 
the stock. This position is designated for reference as that 
of had; the piece is at the "ready/* being loaded and the 
safety Jock turned to the left. 

If kneeling the position of the piece is similar — the left 
forearm rests on the left thigh, the left hand grasping the 
piece at the balance and the muzzle is at the height of the 
chin. 

If lying down the left hand steadies the piepe at the 
balance, the toe of the butt resting on the ground, the 
muzzle off the ground. 

When lying down in double rank the rear-rank men 
do not load. 

The piece being in the position of load and locked, that 
is with the safety lock turned to the right, is brought to 
the ready by the commands : 1. Squad, 2. Ready. 

At the second command turn the safety lock to the left 
with the thumb and forefinger of the right hand, and 
return the hand to the small of the stock. 

29* Being in any position, pieces loaded: 1. Draw, 2. 
Cartridge. 

Take the position of load, turn the cut-off tnlly up, if not 
already there, open the chamber gently to avoid complete 
ejection of the cartridge from the receiver, take and 
4610— a 
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return cartridge to box or belt, close chamber, pull trigger, 
and carry the right hand to small of stock, 

30* Pieces, loaded, and being in the position of load or 
at the ready, to order arms : 1. Lock, 2. FiEOES; 8. Order, 
4. Arms. 

At the command pieces, turn the safety lock fully to the 
right; at the command arms, take the position of order 
arms, the front-rank men similarly as from charge bayo- 
net ; the rear-rank men raise the muzzles of their pieces 
(to clear the front-rank men), step back and cover their 
file leaders, at the same time bringing the piece to the 
position of order arms. 

If kneeling, both ranks take the order kneeling. 

If sights are raised (par. 37) they should be laid down 
at the first command. 

Cartridge boxes, if used, are closed after executing the 
order, order kneeling, position lying down, or cease firing 
(par. 62). 

31. Being at the ready: AIM. 

Raise the piece with both hands and support the butt 
firmly against the hollow of the right shoulder, right 
thumb extended across the stock inclined forward and 
diagonally to the left, barrel horizontal ; slip the left hand 
back to the guard, fingers closed on the magazine, left 
elbow resting against the body, and as far to the right as 
it can be placed with ease, right elbow as high as the 
shoulder ; incline the head slightly forward and a little to 
the right, cheek against the stock, left eye closed, right 
eye looking through the notch of the rear sight so as to 
perceive the top of the front sight; second joint of fore- 
finger resting lightly against the front of the trigger, but 
not pressing it. 

Each rear-rank man aims through the interval at the 
right of his file leader, and inclines slightly forward, to 
advance the muzzle of his piece beyond the front rank. 
When lying down in double rank, the rear-rank men do 
not aim nor fire. 
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32. In aiming kneeling, the left elbow rests on the left 
knee, point of elbow in front of kneecap. 

In aiming lying down, raise the piece with both hands 
and slip it through the left to the trigger guard; rest on 
both elbows and press the butt lirmly against the right 
shoulder. 

33. Fire. 

Press the finger against the trigger ; fire without de- 
ranging the aim, and without lowering or turning the 
piece. 

34. Load. ^ 

Lower the piece to the position of load, and load. 

35. The exercise is continued by the commands: 1. 
Squad, 2. AIM, 3. FiRE, 4. LOAD. 

If the instructor does not wish the pieces to be reloaded 
after firing, in place of the command Load he commands: 
1. Order, 2. ARMS. 

At the command Order, bring the piece to the position of 
load, turn the cut-off up if not already there, eject the 
empty shell by drawing the bolt back smartly, close the 
chamber, pull the trigger, lower the sight leaf, if raised, 
and carry the right hand to the small of the stock ; at the 
command Arms take the position of order arms, the front- 
rank men similarly as from charge bayonet; the rear-rank 
men raise the muzzle of their pieces (to clear the front- 
rank men) step back and cover their file leaders, at the 
same time bringing the piece to the position of order 
arms. 

If kneeling both ranks take the order kneeling. 

36. To accustom the recruits in the position of aim, to 
await the command FiRE : 1. Recover, 2. ARMS. 

At the command recover, withdraw the finger from the 
trigger ; at the command Arms, take the position of load, 
the piece being retained at the ready. 

In recovering arms when kneeling or lying down, the 
piece is brought to the position for loading kneeling, or 
lying down, respectively. 
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37. When the recruits are thoroughly instructed in the 
adjustments of the sight and the principles of aiming as 
laid down in the Firing Regulations for Small Arms, they 
will be required to aim, using the graduations of the rear 
sight corresponding to the distances indicated. For this 
purpose the instructor commands : 1. At (so many) yarefs, 
2. Squad, 3. Aim. 

At the first command, both ranks take the position of 
load and adjust the sight with the right hand. 

The instructor assures himself by careful inspection 
that each man sets his sight at the range indicated ; when 
satisfied that the subject is fully comprehended, he will 
exercise the men in aiming at a designated object. For 

this purpose he commands : 1, At that tree (or At ), 

2. At (so many) yards, 3. Squad, 4. AIM. 

At the first command, both ranks take the position of 
load and fix the eyes on the object indicated ; at the second 
command adjust the sight and immediately fix the eyes 
upon the object again. 

38. The distance announced in the command should 
be, as nearly as possible, the true distance of the object 
indicated. 

The men should be practiced in aiming at objects above 
and below them. 

To Fill the Magazine, 

39. Fill Magazine. 

Take the position of load, if not already there, open the 
gate of the magazine with the right thumb, take five 
cartridges from the box or belt, aind place them, with the 
bullets to the front, in the magazine, turning the barrel 
slightly to the left to facilitate the insertion of the car- 
tridges ; close the gate, and carry the right hand to the 
small of the stock. 

40. To load from the magazine the command "From 
magazine** will be given preceding that of "Load"; the 
cut-off will be turned down on coming to the position of load. 
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To resume loading from the belt the command " From 
Belt'* will be given preceding the command "Load"; the 
ci/f-o/f will be turned up on coming to the position of load. 

The commands from magazine and from beli^ indicating 
the change in the manner of loading will not be repeated 
in subsequent commands. 

The words from belt apply to cartridge box as well as 
belt. 

In loading from the magazine care should be taken to 
push the bolt fully forward and turn the handle down 
before drawing the bolt back, as otherwise the extractor 
will not catch the cartridge in the chamber, and jamming 
will occur with the cartridge following. 

To Empty the Magazine. 

41. 1. Empty, 2. MAGAZINE. 

Take the position of load, turn the cut-off fully down if 
not already there, and alternately open gently and close 
the chamber until all the cartridges are removed; then 
return cartridges to box or belt, pull the trigger, and turn 
the cut-off up. 

42* Being at order arms: 1. Open, 2. Boxes. 

Steady the piece by grasping it with the left hand just 
below the stacking swivel, forearm against the body ; open 
the box with the right hand and resume the order. 

In a similar manner each man, as his box is inspected, 
closes it and resumes the order. 

43* Being at order arms : 1. Inspection, 2. ARMS. 

At the command Arms, bayonets are fixed and cartridge 
boxes opened. 

Each man, as the inspector approaches him, executes 
port arms, open chamber and magazine, and then embraces 
the butt with the right hand, heel between the first two 
fingers, thumb and fingers closed on the stock. 

The inspector takes the piece with the right hand, grasp- 
ing it just below the lower baud, back of hand down (the 
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man dropping the hands by the side), inspects it, and hands 
it back in the position in which received. The man 
receives it with the left hand at the balance, closes cham- 
ber and gate of magazine if open, pulls the trigger, 
resumes port arms, comes to order arms, and unfixes 
bayonet. 

As the inspector returns the piece the next man executes 
inspection arms, and so on through the squad. Should the 
piece be inspected without handling, the man closes cham- 
ber and gate of magazine, pulls the trigger, grasps the 
piece with the right hand at the small of the stock, comes 
to order arms, and unfixes bayonet, when the inspector 
passes to the next man, who immediately executes inspec- 
tion arms. 

44, The inspection of the arms begins on the right, 
after which the inspector may pass in rear and inspect 
boxes from left to right. 

Boxes are closed as soon as inspected. 

Stack Arms. 

4:5« Three pieces only are used in making a stack ; 
pieces not so used are, in this connection, termed loose 
pieces. 

Preparatory to stacking arms, the squad must have 
counted fours and must be in line at the order. 

46. 1. Stack, 2. Arms. 

At the command stack, each even number of the front 
rank raises his piece with the right hand, grasps it with 
the left at the upper band, and rests the butt between his 
feet, barrel to the front, muzzle inclining slightly to the 
front and opposite the center of the interval on his right, 
the thumb and forefinger raising the stacking swivel ; 
each even number of the rear rank then passes his piece, 
barrel to the rear, to his file leader, who grasps it between 
the bands with his right hand and throws the butt about 
twenty-eight inches in advance of his own and opposite the 
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middle of the interval, the right hand slipping to the 
upper band, the thumb and forefinger raising the stacking 
swivel, which he engages with that of his own piece ; each 
odd number of the front rank raises his piece with the 
right hand, carries it well forward, barrel to the front, the 
left hand guiding the stacking swivel, engages the lower 
hook of the swivel of his own piece with the free hook of 
that of the even number of the rear rank ; he then turns 
the barrel outward into the angle formed by the other two 
pieces and holds the butt about four inches above the 
ground and six inches in front of the line of the toes. 

At the command ARMS, each odd number of the front 
rank lowers the butt of his piece to the ground. 

The stacks being formed,, the pieces of the odd numbers 
in the rear rank are passed to the even numbers in the 
front rank, who lay them on the stacks. The pieces of the 
guides and the file closers are laid on the stacks at the 
same time. 

Each man on finishing handling pieces, takes the position 
of the soldier. 

The instructor may then rest or dismiss the squad, leav- 
ing the arms stacked. 

On assembling, the men take their places in rear of the 
stacks. 

4:7. 1. Take, 2. ARMS. 

At the command take, the loose pieces are returned by 
the even numbers ; each even number of the front rank 
then grasps his own piece with the left hand, the piece 
of his rear-rank man with his right hand, grasping both 
between the bands; each odd number of the front rank 
^asps his piece in the same way with the right hand. 

At the command Arms, each odd number of the front 
xank disengages his own piece by raising the butt from the 
ground and then turning the piece to the right, detaching 
the piece from the stack ; each even number of the front 
rank disengages and detaches his piece by turning it to 
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the left, and then passes the piece of his rear-rank man to 
him, and all resume the order. 

Unless care is taken by the odd number to hold and 
place the butt of his piece in front of the line of the toes, 
there is danger that the front sight will be caught and 
bent by the ramrod of the piece of the even number on 
turning the piece to make or break the stack. 

Should any four have numbers two and three blank files, 
number one rear rank will take the place of number two 
rear rank in making and breaking the stack ; the stacks 
made or broken, he resumes his post. 

48* Being in single rank, arms are stacked and taken 
on the same principles as in the double rank ; at the pre- 
paratory command number three steps back and covers 
number two; numbers two and three execute what has 
been explained for the even numbers of the front and rear 
rank, respectively ; number three then resumes his place ; 
number one uses his piece as explained for the odd number 
of the front rank. The piece of number four is passed as 
explained for the odd numbers of the rear rank. 

Like precaution as in double rank should be used in 
making and breaking stack to avoid injury to the sights. 

49. The following positions of the piece are intended 
mainly for use in extended order and route marches. 
Whenever the commands for any of these are given, the 
piece will be shifted in the most convenient manner, but 
for desirable uniformity in the method of carrying the 
piece from the right shoulder to the left shoulder and 
return when in close order, the method therefor is pre- 
scribed in paragraph 51. 

50. 1. Trail, 2. ARMS. 

The piece is grasped with the right hand just above the 
balance, right arm slightly bent, barrel up, muzzle inclined 
slightly to the front. 

When it can be done without danger or inconvenience 
to others, as on the firing line, the piece may be grasped 
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at the balance and the muzzle lowered until the piece is 
horizontal ; a similar position in the left hand may be used 
In like case. 

The piece should be brought to the position of trail arms 
on coming in doors. 

51. Being at right shoulder arms : 

1. Left shoulder, 2. ARMS. Press the butt down quickly 
with the right hand and bring the piece to nearly a vertical 
position without lowering it, grasp it with the left hand at 
the small of the stock and carry and place the piece on the 
left shoulder, barrel up, trigger guard in the hollow of the 
shoulder ; replace the right hand at the butt with the left 
hand, heel between the first and second fingers, thumb and 
fingers closed on the stock, elbow near the body, hand 
directly in front of the elbow, and drop the right hand by 
the side. 

1. Right shoulder, 2. ARMS. Press the butt down quickly 
with the left hand and bring the piece to nearly a vertical 
position without lowering it, grasp it with the right hand 
at the small of the stock, and carry and place the piece on 
the right shoulder, barrel up, trigger guard in the hollow 
of the shoulder; replace the left hand at the butt with 
the right hand; and take the position of right shoulder 
arms. 

52. 1. Sling, 2. Arms. 

The right arm is passed between the rifle and the sling 
which rests upon the shoulder, piece in rear of shoulder, 
muzzle down and barrel to the rear ; right hand steadying 
the piece. 

On route marches the piece may be slung on either 
shoulder. The gun sling should never be so tightly drawn 
that it can not be readily adjusted. 

53. 1. Secure, 2. Arms. 

The piece is held in the right hand at the balance, barrel 
down, sloping downward and to the front; right hand 
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supported against the front of the right hip, upper arm 
against the stock. A corresponding position in the left 
hand may be used. 

54. When the recruits are first exercised in march- 
ing with arms, the instructor orders the pieces in position 
before putting the squad in march, and before passings 
from quick to double time; he also causes the recruits to be 
at quick time at the right shoulder before ordering the halt. 

^^. When the marchings and the manual of arms are 
thoroughly understood, the following general rules govern: 

(1) If at the order, bring the piece to the right shoulder 
at the first preparatory command for marching. 

(2) A disengaged hand in double time is held as when 
without arms. 

(3) If at the right shoulder, left shoulder, trail, or port 
arms, bring the piece to the order on halting; the execu- 
tion of the order to begin immediately after halting. 

(4) When the facings, side step, back step, alignments, 
open and close ranks, taking intervals, distances, and 
assembling from bayonet exercise, are executed from the 
order, raise the piece to the trail while in motion and re- 
sume the order on halting. 

When this applies to other movements it is therein 
stated. 

56. In the battle exercises, or whenever circumstances 
require, the regular positions of the manual of arms and 
the firings may be ordered without regard to the previous 
position of the piece ; such movements as are not in the 
manual will be executed without regard to motions or 
cadence. 

FmiNGS. 

67. The post of the instructor is three paces in rear of 
the squad, but in actual firing he places himself where he 
can best make himself heard and at the same time observe 
the effect of the fire ; the objective should be in plain view 
and so designated as to be easily distinguished by all. 
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After exercises in firing, before dismissing the squad or 
passing to other instruction, inspection will be made to 
insure that no cartridge is left in chamber or magazine. 

58. The commands for firing are the same whether the 
squad be standing, kneeling, or lying down. The com- 
mands for kneeling or lying down precede the commands 
for firing. 

59. At the first preparatory command for firing, the 
squad being in line standing, both ranks take the position 
of load as prescribed in paragraph 28, and the cartridge 
box, if worn, is slipped to the hip and opened ; at the com- 
mand indicating the distance, the sights are adjusted; the 
cartridge box is closed and replaced after executing cease 
firing (par. 62). 

Volley Firing, 

CM). The squad being in line fronting the object to be 
fired upon, pieces loaded (and locked): 1. Fire by squad, 
2. At (such an object), 3. At (so many) yards, 4. Squad, 

5. Ready, 6. Aim, 7. fire, 8. Load. 

To fire another volley at the same object, but with a new 
line of sight: 1. At (so many) yards, 2. Squad, 8. AIM, 
4. Fire, 5. Load. 

To fire another volley at a new object : 1. At (such an 
object), 2, At (so many) yards, 8. Squad, 4. AIM, 5. Fire, 

6. Load. 

61. The object and range will be indicated in the pre- 
paratory commands for all kinds of fire, as illustrated in 
the preceding examples. 

If the object be at a considerable angle to the front of 
the squad, the instructor will change the front of the squad 
so as to face the object. 

The commands are given at sufficient intervals to allow 
them to be executed as prescribed. The command fire is 
given when the pieces appear to be steady. 

These rules are general. 
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To Cease Firing. 

62. Cease Firing. 

Take the position of load, turn the cuf-ofF up, if not 
already there, draw the cartridge, or eject the empty shell 
by drawing the bolt back smartly, close the chamber, pull 
the trigger, lower the sight leaf, if raised, and take the 
order, order kneeling, or the position lying down, as the 
case may be. If standing the rear-rank men then step 
back and cover their file leaders, taking the order as pre- 
scribed in paragraph 30. 

63. The command (or signal) cease firing is always used 
to stop the firing of whatever kind, and may be given at 
any time after the first preparatory command for firing^ 
whether the firing has actually commenced or not. 

This rule is general. 

To Fire at Will, 

64. 1. Fire at Will, 2. At (such an object), 8. At (so many) 
yards, 4. Squad, 5. READY, 6. COMMENOE FIRING. 

At the command commence firing each man independently 
of the others takes careful aim at the object, fires, loads, 
and continues the fire as rapidly as is consistent with tak- 
ing careful aim at each shot. The men should be taught 
to load rapidly and to aim deliberately. 

65. 1. Cease Firing, 2. Load. 

The firing will stop ; at the second command pieces not 
already there will be brought to the position of load, and 
those not loaded will be loaded. 

This is intended to interrupt the firing, for the purpose 
of steadying the men, to change to another method of 
firing, or to retain the pieces loaded for the time being, in 
which latter case the instructor should direct the pieces 
to be locked. 

For this purpose, when the loading is finished he com- 
mands : 1. Lock, 2. PiEOES. 
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Rapid Fire, 

06. This fire is employed under usual conditions for 
ranges within which the trajectory is comparatively flat, 
and the firing should be very effective. 1. Rapid fire, 2. At 
(such an object), 3. At (so ma.ny) yards, 4. Squad, 5. Readt, 

6. COMMENOE FiBINa. 

At the command indicating the distance,.if 600 yards or 
less, the sights will be laid ; the firing is executed as the 
firing at will, but with as great rapidity as will admit of 
effective aiming at the object. 

If firing at will, to begin rapid fire: 1. Rapid fire, 2. 
Commence FiRiNa, when rapid fire is taken up. 

Instruction in the rapid fire should not be given until 
after the fire at will is well executed. 

When the greatest rapidity of fire is desirable, as imme- 
diately before making or when resisting an assault, maga- 
zine fire is used, and usually in continuation of the rapid fire. 

67. To change from the fire at will, or the rapid fire to 
magazine fire: 1. Magazine fire, 2. Commenoe Firing. 
The cut'Offis turned fully down at the first command and 
the firing continued without interruption, the loading be- 
ing from the magazine, which will not be refilled unless 
direction has been given therefor. 

. In first exercises in magazine fire loading will be done 
from the position of load and after facility is attained in 
handling from the position of aim. Men found unable 
after practice to retain the piece in the position of aim for 
successive loadings and firings with the steadiness neces- 
sary will be directed to load from the position of load. 

o8« Whenever magazine fire is used, except in volley 
firing, after the cartridges in the magazine are exhausted, 
rapid fire (loading from the belt) will be taken up with- 
out command, unless direction otherwise has been given. 
The cut-off is turned up on coming to the position of load 
for loading from the belt. 
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69. To use magazine fire directly, instead of in contin- 
uation of other fire : 1. Magazine fire, 2. At (such an object), 
3. >lf (so many) yards, 4. Squad, 5. READY, 6. COMMENCE 
FIRING. 

The cut-off is turned fully down at the first command 
on taking the position of load, and the firing is executed 
as the fire at will, the loading being from the magazine. 

To use magazine fire in volley firing : 1. Magazine fire, 
2. Fire by squad, 8. At (such an object), 4. At (so many) 
^ards, 5. SqUad, 6. READY, 7. AIM, 8. FIRE, 9. LOAD. 

The cut-off is turned down at the first command on 
taking the position of load. 

To fire further volleys the commands would be aa 
prescribed in paragraph 60. 

70. Rules for the application of the different fires will 
be found in the battle exercises. 

71. Owing to heat caused by continued firing, the 
barrel of the piece and metal parts in front of the chamber 
soon become too hot for handling. Care should then be 
exercised to confine handling to the wooden parts and the 
metal parts in rear of the chamber. 
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Modifications of the Infantry Drill Regulations, the 
Manual of Guard Duty, and rules for compliments, 
necessary to conform to changes in the Manual of Arms, 
or deemed suitable in connection therewith, are pre- 
scribed or indicated as follows : 

Drill Regulations. 

The position of carry arms and commands for coming 
to or from the same will be omitted in the regulations 
wherever occurring. 

The method for the rifle salute prescribed by paragraph 
9, of the modified Manual of Arms, will be substituted for 
that of the Drill Regulations for the individual salute with 
arms, the piece being brought to the right shoulder, if not 
already there, preparatory to saluting. 

At formation of the company (par. 187), the first ser- 
geant, after calling the roll, brings his piece to the right 
shoulder before facing about to salute and report the 
result to the captain; at parade, at commands by the adju- 
tant : 1. First sergeants, 2. Front and center, etc., first ser- 
geants bring the piece to the right shoulder at the com- 
mand First sergeants and retain it there until they return 
to their posts ; at guard mounting on marching details to 
the parade ground, first sergeants keep the piece on the 
right shoulder on halting the details, and until they take 
post behind their supernumeraries. 

At guard mounting, noncommissioned officers of the 
guard bring the piece to the right shoulder at the com- 
mand noncommissioned officers by the adjutant for bringing 
-them to the front and center, and retain the piece on the 
shoulder until they take posts. 

Paragraph 259 : strike out the word "carry," and insert 
Instead the words " right shoulder (or order.y^ 
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At formations of the battalion, regiment, etc., para- 
graphs 260, 871, etc.; at reviews, paragraph 690, etc.; 
parades, paragraph 733, etc.; guard mounting, paragraph 
720 ; color guard and escort of the color, paragraphs 499 
and 754 ; escorts of honor, paragraph 758 ; funeral escort, 
paragraphs 759, 761, and 767, arms are presented from the 
order ; at reviews they are returned from the present to 
the order ; at formations of the battalion and at parades 
they may be brought from the present to the order or to the 
right shoulder ; at guard mounting they are brought from 
the present to the order or to the right shoulder respec- 
tively, according as the direction by the officer of the day is 
to march the guard in review or to its post, paragraphs 720 
and 725 ; by the color guard, and escort of the color, para- 
graphs 499 and 754, they are brought from the present to 
the order ; by an escort of honor, paragraph 758, from the 
present to the right shoulder ; at funeral ceremonies from 
the present to the right shoulder if the escort is to march, 
as indicated in paragraph 759, but if not to march at once 
— ^as indicated in paragraphs 761 and 767 — from the present 
to the order. 

At guard mounting the old guard awaits the approach 
of the new guard at the order, and presents arms from the 
order ; the arms of the new guard are brought from the 
right shoulder to port arms when its head is opposite the 
left of the old guard, and to right shoulder arms as soon 
as its rear has passed the right of the old guard, arms 
being brought to the order upon halting in accordance 
with the general rule. The old guard is brought to order 
arms after the new guard has passed. The new guard 
having been dressed, arms are presented (par. 726) by both 
guards from the. order and returned to the order from the 
present. 

The detachments of the old guard having come in and 
formed on its left, the old guard is moved forward (per. 
728) with the guide to the right, arms at the right 
shoulder, and brought to port arms after the command 
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fonrs right, and to right shoulder arms after having passed 
the new guard, the latter standing at present arms while 
the old guard is passing. 

At reviews each company is brought to port arms by 
command of its captain "at the point indicated" (par. 
d67), and the right shoulder arms is resumed, successively 
by companies, when about fifty paces beyond the reviewing 
officer. 

Paragraph 666 is modified to read as follows: 

A noncommissioned officer in command of a company 
retains his post on the right of the right guide when the 
battalion is in line ; he has the post of the captain when 
the battalion is in column. 

At parade, before bringing the company to parade rest, 
he brings his piece to the right shoulder, steps two paces 
to the front and faces to the left ; having given his com- 
mands he faces to the left, steps to his place in rank, comes 
to the order, faces about and comes to parade rest. At 
inspection, when ranks are open, his post is on the right of 
the right guide. 

In exercises in the manual, noncommissioned officers 
commanding companies or platoons, and noncommissioned 
officers acting as noncommissioned staff officers of a bat- 
talion and armed with the rifle, execute only the order and 
parade rest ; in rendering honors, the present and order ; 
while marching, the right shoulder and port. 

When passing in review, a noncommissioned officer 
commanding a company or platoon executes the rifle salute; 
when commanding a company or detachment separate 
from a battalion, or other command, on passing the colors 
or any person entitled to compliment, he salutes in the 
same manner, first bringing his command to port arms. 

489. Being at the order or carry : 1. Present, 2. SwoRD 
(or arms). 

At the command present, raise and carry the sword to the 
front, base of hilt as high as the chin, and six inches in 

4640—3 
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front of the neck, edge to the left, point six inches further 
to the front than the hilt, thumb extended on the left of 
the gripe, all the fingers grasping the gripe. 

At the command swora, lower the sword, point to the 
front and near the ground, edge to the left, hand by the 
side, thumb on left of gripe, arm extended. 

In rendering honors with troops, ofiScers execute the first 
motion of the salute at the command present, the second 
motion at the command arms ; enlisted men with the sword 
drawn execute the first motion at the command arms. 

490. 1. Order, 2. Swords (or arms). 

Drop the point of the sword to or near the ground, edge 
down, thumb on back of gripe. 

Being at thepresent sword, should the next command be 
order arms, officers execute order swords; if it be r/ghi 
shoulder arms they execute carry swords. 
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73. Strike out the words " 1. Carry, 2. Arms," wherever 
they occur. 

76. Strike out the word " carry " and insert instead the 
word " Order." 

Sixth line : Strike out the words " a carry " and insert 
instead the words " the order." 

77. Fourth line: Strike out the words "a carry" and 
insert instead the words " port arms." 

78. Third line : Strike out the words " and carry." 

79. Second line : Strike out the words " a carry " and 
insert instead the words " the order." 

103. Third line : Strike out the words " a carry " and 
insert instead the words "to attention if not already at 
attention." 

Eighth line : Strike out the words " carry and." 

104:. Second line : Strike out the words " a carry and " 
and insert instead the word " the." 

145. Fourth line : Strike out the words "comes to a 
carry." 

146. Fourth line : Strike out the words " a carry or " 
and insert instead the word " the." 

174. Fourth line : Strike out the last sentence. 

214. Strike out the words " a carry" in the second line 
and insert instead the words " right shoulder," and in the 
seventh line insert before the word " Both " the words "At 
the command Post " (see par. 147), and strike out the word 
** carry " and insert instead the words " right shoulder." 

(33) 
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Twelfth line : Strike out the words " a carry " and insert 
instead the words " the right shoulder." 

Paragraph 242, and other paragraphs containing refer- 
ences to the salute by sentinels of infantry, or cavalry 
armed with the carbine if dismounted, are modified to 
conform to rules as follows : 

The salute by sentinels will be made by presenting arms; 
to salute, the sentinel halts, if infantry, brings his piece to 
right shoulder arms, if not already there, if cavalry with 
carbine, or artillery with rifle, caliber AZ, to the carry and 
faces outward as the person or party entitled to salute 
arrives within about thirty paces. 

If the oflScer approaches along the post, the present will 
be given when the officer arrives at a distance of about six 
yards. If he passes in front of the sentinel, but not along 
the post, he is saluted just before he passes the sentinel's 
front. If he cross the post, he is saluted just before he 
crosses. 

The sentinel will remain at the present until his salute 
is returned, or until the person saluted has passed. 

If the officer passes in rear of his post he is not saluted, 
but the sentinel stands facing outward until the officer has 
passed. 

A sentinel at port arms engaged in conversation, executes 
present arms directly from the position of port arms. 

A sentinel in a sentry box armed with a rifle or carbine 
(caliber .80), upon the approach of an officer will stand at 
an order and present arms therefrom as the officer passes. 

246. Fourth line : Strike out the words " a carry " and 
insert instead the words " right shoulder." 

282, Fourth line of the second paragraph : Strike out 
the words "a carry" and insert instead the words "the 
right shoulder." 

Fourth line from end of page : Strike out the words " a 
carry " and insert instead the words " port arms." 
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298. The rule prescribing the rifle salute as that for 
sentinels when in charge of prisoners at work, is modified 
only by the change in the manner of making the rifle 
salute by such sentinels. 

327. This paragraph is to be omitted. 

The modifications in the Manual of Guard Duty pre- 
scribed in connection with the modified Manual of Arms 
for Infantry, will apply in general to cavalry armed with 
the carbine if dismounted, and artillery armed with the 
Springfield rifle, caliber .45^ in so far as practicable, con- 
sistently with the present Manuals of Arms for the carbine 
and rifle, caliber .45, respectively. 

The modified Manual of Arms, and the modifications in 
connection, of the Infantry Drill Regulations and of the 
Manual of Guard Duty applied to the Battalion of Engineers 
armed with the rifle, caliber .30, and will apply in full to 
batteries of artillery, now provided with the Springfield 
rifie, caliber .45, so soon as they shall be furnished with the 
magazine rifle, caliber .30. Commanding officers may 
require prior use of the modified Manual of Arms with 
the rifle, caliber .45, in so far as such manual is applicable 
therefor. 
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